First Parish in Concord
Religious Education Programs for Children

Brief Descriptions of our Programming
Caregiving 2 months to 2 years
The youngest children at First Parish are warmly welcomed by volunteers and teen assistants in our nursery/toddler classrooms.  No curriculum, just lots of tender loving care.  Babies enjoy a wide array of baby toys and books in the Nursery.  Toddlers enjoy free play, snack, one-on-one stories and lots of time to create with play dough. 
Parents are invited to bring their children to the classroom ten minutes before worship services begin.

Story Time Combined 3 and 4 year olds
Through stories, our 3s and 4s will explore timeless themes such as belonging, family, seasons, friends and others.  After a group story, the children will engage in simple crafts in this Montessori-based program. Parents are invited to bring their children to the classroom ten minutes before worship services begin.

Spirit Play Kindergarten and First Grade
Spirit Play is a powerful medium for telling oral stories to children.  Stories are told using objects and artifacts and allow children to respond with open questions.  These stories explore our Unitarian Universalist values, principles and history; biblical stories from the Hebrew Scriptures and New Testament; and lessons from favorite children’s stories.  Spirit Play focuses on the child’s innate sense of curiosity and wonder.

RE Workshops Grades 2-5
Children in grades 2-6 participate in a program of spiritual exploration through story, nature, worship and science.  The program is divided into four terms that meet throughout the year.  Each term lasts seven weeks and allows children to experience their spirituality through a series of hands-on workshops, including art, drama and social action.  

6th Grade Youth Group
Our 6th Graders gather as a group and participate in community building projects and activities.  They play games, plant our community garden, work on our building and grounds, go on short field trips to the Sleepy Hollow Cemetery, and discuss ethical and social dilemmas.   This program serves to create a strong community in preparation for our Junior High programs next year.

Art in Action 7th Grade (Fall Term)
The 7th graders have the opportunity to create art projects that can be used as social statements.  These projects will be hands-on, active and invite creative thinking about social problems.  They will also have several opportunities to participate in social action work projects such as Gaining Ground and the Concord Crop Walk.  

Neighboring Faiths 7th Grade (Spring Term)
This program gives our First Parish 7th graders exposure to many different faith traditions.    Through onsite discussions and off-site visitations, 7th graders develop an appreciation for other religions while also growing a deeper understanding of our own Unitarian Universalist traditions.   

Dramatic Arts 8th Grade (Fall Term)
Being part of a theatrical production is a great way to build community with our young teens.  We will be producing the play, “The Best Christmas Pageant Ever” and performing it for the congregation. The story, by author Barbara Robinson, focuses on six very unruly children who discover the true meaning of Christmas through participation in a church play.  

Our Whole Lives 8th Grade (Spring Term)
During the winter, 8th graders participate in an extensive sexual education program. Our children face myriad choices and responsibilities with regard to their sexuality. OWL is our way of preparing our youth to make responsible, respectful and safe choices with regard to their relationships.

Coming of Age 9th Grade (Fall Term)
For our ninth grade youth, Coming of Age (CoA) is a rite-of-passage experience that allows participants to explore who they are and what they believe through retreats, group meetings and social action activities.  The CoA program culminates in May with a Sunday morning recognition service where youth share their individual credos with the First Parish community.

Children 3 and older begin worship with their parents in the Sanctuary and are escorted to their classrooms following the ‘Message to Children’.

